PowerPoint                                                                                                                              Smith


PowerPoint was invented by Robert Gaskins in 1987 for Macs. It was invented to jazz up boring sales and company presentation that target the business world. In 1990 Microsoft bought it or as Today @PC World said, “they gobbled it up.” It sold in 1990 for $495.00 and today you can buy it for $209.00. (Today @PC World)  Today’s Microsoft PowerPoint targets their audience to include the business world, as well as educators.  “PowerPoint™ is one of the most frequently used computer programs in classrooms. It is used for many different purposes, from digital portfolios to financial reports” (Digital Literacy).

PowerPoint is a useful tool in teaching technology throughout high school (Digital Literacy).  It gives students a visualization of the lecture they are listening to. “IT teaching makes learning more effectively and students can learn in a lively way through multimedia.” (Cheung Chin Tao, 2002)  It has had a positive influence in the way we teach our students.  “The advent of multimedia authoring and an almost unlimited variety of images available via the Internet in the classroom, makes understanding this concept, that an image’s meaning changes depending on the purpose for which it is used, a new requirement of 21st Century communication” (EDC, 2005). It also integrates technology within our curriculum as a resource and motivational tool for teachers, administrators, media specialists, and technology specialist. 
PowerPoint has many advantages: 

· can create effective presentations through multimedia 

· can be stored easily 

· slides can include speaker’s notes

· can easily be reused

· flexible 

· easily modified

· present complex computer graphics and animation

· contain hyperlinks to other documents or web sites.

· are professional looking

· can be more interesting than just a lecture

· easy to integrate into classroom or meeting discussions

· up-to-date technology

· evidence of preparation

· motivational learning tool when used in moderation
· can accommodate all learner’s needs if used correctly

· has spell-check function

· ease of use

“The best presentations use simple graphics that highlight, and focus attention on the key points of the presentation, not on the method of presentation” (Postprinters.net). 

PowerPoint also has many disadvantages: 

· cost of equipment 
· they foster passive learning

· can be very time consuming when creating many multimedia slides

· high risk of equipment failure, always have a backup
· tend to over use background, transitions, and pictures

· overuse can bore learners and diminish PowerPoint's effectiveness
· require basic graphic/composition skills and training.

· room has to be darkened
· difficult in located graphics, sound, or multimedia clips

I find PowerPoint to be a long task at creating many presentations. It is very time consuming, depending on the purpose.  My students in my Digital Design class create many projects that take months to put together and it only takes 15 minutes to view.  I also take PowerPoint and convert it to DVD using PowerPoint to AVI.  I then go to another computer and convert it to a DVD.  Just recently I learned how to take that video and convert it to Flash. I found that it loads a lot faster on a web page than a video. I searched for a long time to find the right software in converting PowerPoint to AVI files and found one that works. PowerPoint has been an exciting journey for me.   I have created family memorials, birthday celebrations, and wedding slide shows all converted to an AVI and then to DVD or Flash. I have not found software that is comparable to the dynamics this to what PowerPoint software can do.  I do however continue to search for a faster way to create the same professional looking presentations.  

The topic of my PowerPoint enclosed is called “Creating a Simple Web Page.” My target audience are my students, but can be viewed by other faculty and staff members for their use.  “When it comes to enhancing learning, black boards are good, overheads are better, but PowerPoint is the best. PowerPoint is a great tool for learning, but watch out for triple ‘P!’ Once you start your voyage, don't forget to look back and ask yourself: "Is this making me a better teacher?" If the answer is no, see if someone else in your building can use your equipment. Technology is a lot of things, but it shouldn't take the place of well-polished traditional methods of teaching and learning. It is meant to enhance teaching and learning” (TeAchnology, 2008).

I use PowerPoint as a tool to demonstrate a visualization of what students need to do step by step. In technology it is a must have in your classroom. I have found that I have been lost without mine just recently, as I await my room to be re-done.  It seems the most difficult times to be without it is when the most challenging software is being taught and the students must follow instructions or watch a demonstration. Currently, they have to go to my web site and then go back to their software, which causes lost time in their learning curve.  Teaching should incorporate as many learning tools as possible, including PowerPoint.
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