Excel                                                                                                                                         Smith



I am very familiar with excel, but the data I needed for tomorrow’s meeting gave me a reason to incorporate this assignment with a whole school approach of helping our students with FCAT.  The object of this assignment included several spreadsheets.  One spreadsheet included data for the entire school created by our County Technology Assistant. This spreadsheet was created by downloading it from our TERM school computer system into a spreadsheet that you can sort by teacher, student, FCAT Reading scores, FCAT Science scores, FCAT math scores, sub scores, levels, and by period.  The other spreadsheet included data particular to each of my students, which included their name, address, phone number, parent’s name, and class period teachers.  The data collected for my classroom spreadsheet assignment was collected from an on-line database form using Microsoft FrontPage that I created by myself. With both spreadsheets in front of me I was able to create a combined spreadsheet that would give me a better analysis of my students FCAT Math and Reading scores. (See attached spreadsheet).  This spreadsheet will help me better understand what students need the extra help to improve their FCAT test scores.  It shows that out of my 98 students:

· 63 students passed the FCAT Math, 64% of my students
· 28 of my students are seniors and passed the FCAT Math
· 15 of my students scored a Level 1 or 2 on the FCAT Math

· 19 of my students scored a Level 3 on the FCAT Math

· 28 students passed the FCAT Reading, 29% of my students passed
· 24 of my seniors have passed on the FCAT Reading

· 35 of my students scored a Level 1 or 2 on the FCAT Reading

· 20 of my students scored a Level 3 on the FCAT Reading

Students with a Level 1 or 2 on FCAT Math or Reading will need to learn extra skills in my class to perform better on the FCAT. Students with a Level 3 on FCAT Math or Reading may have passed the FCAT or not.  Further investigation is required to determine if they actually had a high enough score to pass the FCAT at a Level 3.  If it is determined that they did not pass I will work on a plan to help them learn the extra skills in my class to perform better on the FCAT.  Therefore from the data above it shows that 36% of my students will need remediation in FCAT Math and 71% of my students will need remediation in FCAT Reading. 

Excel is great.  I used it for many purposes and especially use it with mail merge. “Object Linking and Embedding (OLE) enables you to create work in one application and share that work with another application (Macmillan Computer Publishing, 2008)” It is the easiest application that I currently know.  I mail merge students addresses for the newsletter, create pre-number tickets for fundraisers, create mentor lists and create invitations for banquets. I also use excel to create a data base and create formulas that create a Valentine Fun Pool.  I know Excel best.  I did not do Access because I have very little knowledge of it and do not have two months to learn it.  I have always felt that teaching Access was not viable software to learn due to the fact I have worked in the real world and never used it. I do however; have since thought otherwise from my daughters experience at her job. I am very interested now in learning access and do plan on learning it and teaching it within the next year to my second year business students. 

In excel, a spreadsheet is used. The cells in an excel sheet contain data.  Data can be a number, formula, currency, date, fraction, time, percentage, value, etc. A formula is based on the cell name multiplied, divided, added, subtracted, etc. to another cell name. A cell name would include the columns A, B, C. D, etc., and include rows 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. A function is what helps each cell create a sum, average, max, count, if, pmt, etc., of a set of cells.  If you label your heading, you can sort by columns, numerically or alphabetically. As part of my spreadsheet you will notice that it does contain a key number.  The key number is a unique identifier that identifies each record that was created in the on-line Access database. 
In an Access database each column is represented by data called fields and each row contains data called records. The advantage of using Access over Excel is the number of fields it can hold and query (Tek-Tips Forum). Access allows you to easily reference data and keep it maintained, especially works great at storing  additional information such as personal information, hobbies, job information, gift buying history, networking details, etc., which may apply to more than one contact, you will probably want to use Access (Curmudgeon). 
“Access is not nearly as intuitive as Excel is.  This is where most users fringe away from Access “(Curmudgeon). Excel’s biggest advantage is using formula and the calculations that it maintains. I use excel many times in calculating grades, doctor bills, or just to multiply and divide numbers, it is just like having a calculator. You can type in formulas and it will update amounts for you automatically. I do not use it for many budget calculations in my classroom though, but I do help the secretary many times fixing her formulas for her month accounting records. Excel’s other advantage is in the creation of charts, when analyzing data a chart creates a visual to enhance the understanding of the data. In this case the chart I created of our schools FCAT results (See attached chart). In our school accreditation four years ago I created many charts documenting student’s results in chart form.
In conclusion “Excel projects is good for SHORT-TERM solutions and small scale projects while Access is good for LONG-TERM solutions and large scale” (Curmudgeon). I prefer excel and the projects in my classroom are very small.  I will however learn Access to determine if that type of software will allow me to create a database that will allow the scheduling of students from year to year as a much easier process than doing it by hand. I am very interested in learning how to develop such programs and learning Access will be a great place to start. 
REFERENCES

SSUET. (2008).  Linking and Embedding-Chapter 9. Macmillan Computer Publishing
Retrieved 20 September 2008 from http://www.ssuet.edu.pk/taimoor/books/0-7897-1165-6/htm/ch09.htm
Curmudgeon. 2008. Software Decisions: Access vs. Excel 76. Retrieved 20 September 2008 from 

http://hubpages.com/hub/Access_vs_Excel
Tek-Tips Forum. (2003). What is the difference between Access and Excel? Retrieved 20 September 2008 from  
ttp://www.tek-tips.com/faqs.cfm?fid=4547
PAGE  
4

